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changes that were taking place around me in my
own home. So it came as rather a blow when father
sent for me one day and having explained the situ-
ation told me that I must leave school. I was at-
tached to the school and had made many friends
there. The idea of giving it up made me unhappy
for a while, though I realised that that was the only
right thing to do. It was not opportune to join
another school just then, so father arranged for tu-
tors to come and teach me at home. For weeks I
was unsettled and unhappy having nothing much
to do, but life moved fast in those days and soon I
also got caught up in the whirlpool of events that
were to change the very face of our country.

Something new happened everyday to change
my once dull and monotonous life of strict routine
into an ever-changing and exciting day to day exist-
ence, never knowing what was going to happen next.
Jawahar wanted to join Gandhiji. My father want-
ed to think over all the pros and cons before he took
the plunge. Jawahar's mind, however, was made
up and he pledged himself to the Satyagraha Move-
ment. He did not do it without a great mental con-
flict. Jawahar felt that Satyagraha under Gandhi-
ji's leadership was the only way to attain freedom.
But it was no easy task to get father to give his full
consent to his joining Bapu. Father did not take
to Gandhiji's ideas quickly and though he had given
much consideration to the proposed movement, he
did not like it very much. He did not then see any
sense in going to prison and neither did he like the
idea of Jawahar courting arrest. The pilgrimage
to prison had not yet begun. Father loved Jawahar
deeply and the very idea of his son having to suffer
hardships and go to prison was far from pleasant.

For many days a conflict took place in both
Jawahar's and father's minds. There were long dis-
cussions and sometimes heated words. Both spent